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honest to the child's question asked or unasked, but
always felt, ' Why does my daddy not come back ? J
Will you please let us know whether you think this
direct teaching is advisable. . . .

" P.S. In looking through some children's hymns
I have just come across one beginning,

' Around the throne of God in Heaven

Thousands of children stand ;
Children whose sins are all forgiven,

A holy, happy band.3"
'(b) Reply.

" Your statement of the indefinite nature of our
teaching regarding our continued life after this so-
journ here is both clear and true. The children are
thinking about these things very much in these days,
as you say, and I am sure we ought to give to them from
early years our Lord's own teaching on the matter.
His words i To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise '
make quite clear the fact that when we die, if we have
not completely rejected God, we go, as our Lord
and the dying thief, to Paradise. This we echo in
the words of the Creed which the children learn quite
early, 'He descended into hell.' If we ask them
when we shall rise again from the dead they answer
'At the Last Day/ But if they are taught that
they go to Heaven when they die there is no room
for a Last Day and a general Resurrection. Our
belief is that what was accomplished in our Lord
on the third day will be accomplished in us at the
Last Day. The details of all this are hidden from us,
but some things are clear : our Lord's words ' To-day
shalt thou be with Me' would surely mean to the
dying thief that they would be in Paradise together,